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I - FROM 


A Gentkman in Grayes-Inz;, 
| 74 EN | 


A Juſticeof the Peace in the Countrey. 
Explainins BY ot AIR 


The At for UNIFORMITY in that pat 


which doth concern #linſed Preachers. 
Honenrcd Sir, | 
Ours of the 20th. inſtant; TYid receive; I am glad 
to hear of your welfare, and cannot but be moſt 
' ready to- eratifie your defite in any thing within 
my p:1wer; you are pleaſed to require mine opinton con- 
ceining that part of the-late A for Unifermity, which 


doth impowe: Jnſtices of the Peace to Commit Preachers 


imto Priſon-vpon the Certificate of « Biſhop. - 


Sir, my private opinion can be of lictle weight; yer, - 


your Requeſt is rome a Command, and my ConjceAutes 
may point you unto more convincing Expoſitions on the 
AQ : WEE ORB 


is Statute doth aſfien Impriſonment in two Caſes, 


= 


Unhcenſed School- Maſters » and. anlicenſed Preachers; the. 
laſt is that concerning which you do- enquire, and the. 


branch of the Sratme doth run thus” 


F 


' And beit inks, Enacted-by the Juthoziey ».; ;..- 


afozelatd, That ifany perſon by this Art difa- 
| .- _-bled 


Ot; ©, 


- 


bled to P1e 


(2) 


-- 


during the time that he ſhall continue and re- 
main fo diſabled, Pzeach any Lecture o2 Ser- 


mon, That then, foz every ſuch. offence, the 
perſon oz perſons fo ofen _ Hall ſuffer 
thee months Jmpziſonment in the common 
Gaole, without Bale oz Pain p2tize and that 


any no JUNE of the Peace of any CToun- 
ty ofthis Kingdom. 'and the places afotefaid, 


and the Patoz oz other chief MWPayiſtrate of 
any Cify oz Town Cozpozate within the 
ſame, upon Certiica:e from the O2dutery of 
the place, made to.him oz.them +: ve offence 
committed, ſhalland are Her: by i: 9:4:red to 
commit the” perſon oz perſons {o ©f21:-4510to 
the. Gaole of the ſame County, City, 3 
Town cozpozate accopxvingly. 


I ſhall not iniſt on the hardneſs of the Caſe, that men 


- Thould be ſent to Priſon on a bare and blivd Certificate, 


withour any due and fair Conviction, or ever being heard 
in their own Defence: Bur on the ſerious view of this 
Clauſe, and conſideration of this. AQ, mine opinion 
is this : | 

* The. Subje& of this penalcy, is not every Unlicenſed 
Preacher , bur only an xlicenſed, and theiefore diſabled; 
Lefnrer : Men might Preach as Parſons or Vicars, any 
conſtant or curſory occaſional Sermon , 1nd not be lyable 
tothis Penalty ; and if apy of the Biſhops ſhail make Cer- 
zificate againſt avy man ſo Preaching, the Juſtices have 


no Authority to commit them, or him to Pcſon 3 bur ifa 


Juſtice of the Peace, or Maior of any Corporation, ſhall 


. .- Commit any'perſon on fuch Certificate, the Priſoner may 


have his Habeas Corpms, and remedy againſt the Maior or 
[| altices, | | or, 


- 


(3) 
\ Sir, That ty opinion may.not Come to you haked,and 
without proof, be pleaſed to obſerye the reaſon on which 
Iground mine opinion, | TS Sm 
The perſon ſhall be committed to priſon for doing that 
which he was diſabled to do; but the perſon is only guſt- 
bled to Preach any LeRure or Sermon, (5.7.) LeAute- 
Sermon. * 
Sir, This Law doth reſolye a chreefold diſablemenc vp- 
on, Minillers. EE 
1, Such whoate not Epiſcopally Ordained, and do not 


#-S 


in all things conform, are di/abled to hold any Living or #8. 8«, 


Ecclelialftical promotion, 
2. The nor Epiſcopally O:dained , conſecrating the 


Cords Suppergare 4d5ſabledto be made Prieſts for one whole Peg. bag 


year after. x 

3. Lecturers not Licenſed, as is directed, are di/abled to 
Peach any Lefure or Sermon; and the doing this after 
diſablement; is that which is puniſhable with Three month: 
Impriſonment. ama 

Now, Sir, that you may ſee ZefZurers, Preaching, fixed, 

ſtared Lefarers, are the only perſons diſabled > and to be 
\ pnniſhed, obſerve, 

1. Miniſters, in all other Capacities, are compelled to 
Conformity by other pains; ſand their non-preaching is 
provided for by other Remedies : The law preſcribech 
not two puniſhments for one offence ; bur there being 
a ſort of Miniſters under the notion of Lefrers, not 
barred by any preſcription co Parſons or Vicars ; the 
Law maketh ſpecial proyifion againlt them , and this 
penalty compels them to Conformity) or puts them to 
Stlence. 

2. The perſons diſabled, and work to which chey are 
diſabled, 1s belt diſcoyered by that appellation by which 
they are diſcriminared in the Statute, and char is nor the 
name of Miniſter, Preacher, Parſon, Or Vicar, who were 
all provided againſt in the foregoing part of the Law; 
bur the vame: of LeFnrerz which I obſerve, is _—_— 
A 3 an 


/ 


_——— w—_— - 


(4) 

and all along this part of the Statute, is uſed to predicate 
the perſon to be diſabled, and on doing what he is diſabled, 
'w be impriſoned : It beginneth, No perſon, ſhall be, or be 
. recefved as 4 Lefturer, or allowedto preach as a Zeftarer ; 
Tfptroceederh, every perſon licenſed, aſſigned or appointed, 


or received as a Lefurer ; Again, fo long as he continueth 
Lefnrer ; Again,it ſhall be ſufficient for the ſaid Lefwrey ; 
Again, the Lefturer then to Preach, this name doth note his 
office and work, to which he is .difabled (viz.) not ſimple 
Preaching, but Lewring,or Preaching a Letture. 

3. The Qualifications, for defe&t of whica he is diſa- 
bled can ſquare to no kind of Preacher, or Preaching, but 
to Leftwurers Preaching Leftures, for he muſt | 

t. Be approved, and thereanto Licenſed ; Thereanto is a 
Relative,which hath for irs Antecedent, not Perſon, Fiegr, 
or Preacher, but Lefturer,and L:wve : this is not only plain 
by the Gramartical Connexion of rhe words, buralſo by the 
expreſs tearms ſubjoyned ; Every perſon licenſed, 2fſigned , 
appointed, or received as a LetFurer, to Preach on any day of the 
$c>; Now Sir, be is'only diſabled to do tha whereunto 
he is not Iictnſed. dirs 

2. This perſon is required, the fir/# tire he preacheth, to 
read Commen-Prayer, and to- declare his aſſent and con- 
ſenr, and ipoh every f/f Leftwre day of every Month, (+ long 
As he continaeth LeAurerthere, and for not doi ns the ſame 
he is difabled tO Preach the ſe aid, OY any other L: ttrre, CY Ser- 
»0n; the work to which he is diſabled, is a ſtared Service 
which hath beginning and continuance inreturn of eime., 
rior a curſory trantient and occalional Act. 

' 3. TheLeAurer then co preach mult be preſent ar the 
reading Common-Prayer . tefere he Preach his Sermon or Le- 


tre. 
Now, Sir,.if the defe@ of theſe Qualifications diſable, 


and ſo-diſpoſe under the penalty, he char ſhall be chus pu- 
niſh&d.muft be a perſon capable of theſe Qual:fications, 
and that is none but a ſtated Leftxrey. 


Sir, I do not find theTeaft ground for any Ovjeftion ,- 
ny ' Saln!t 


> 5 
_-...- EE 

Fainſt my opinion, ſave only inthis, that the word ("Sey- 

»0» )is uſed inthe Stature - and in this proviſion of. the 

penalty ; and unto tiis, I anſwer ; $123 
1. Sermon is never uſed alone, and by it ſelf, -but ever 
conjun& with LeQture, and incloſed in the ſame Comma; 

bue when the Printers miſtake is vilible. 

\ 2. Sermon isjoyned to LeQure with this diſcretive (or) 
not disjunftively, bar exepgetically,to explain the tearm Ze- 
ture ; and hereof there is good Reaſon ; for Leitare: pro- 
perly {1gnifieth a Reading, but hath beeq in Vulgar accep- 
ceptation referred -unto, and perform by, Preaching : 
That therefore the Law might not be evaded by an equivo- 
cal cearm,the valgarappellation Lefure is explained by the. 
mode of performance, Leftwre or Sermon,and that Sermon 
1sthus exegetical, isevident by theſe Obſeryations. | 

1. The Preacher hereby diſabled is throughout this 
part of the Law, przdicareda Lefrer, and not known by 
any other appellation wharfoevyer. | | 
2. The qualifications before noted, do ſquare with no 
kind of Preaching or Preacher, bur LefFurer Preaching a 
Leitare-Sermon, ape _ 
3. Preaching or Reading are expreſly mentioned as the p,, ,. 
ſpecifical Ats, ofthe Lefwrers Leftring. So in the firſt : 
Clauſe which relateth thereunto, None ſhall be, or be received 

8 4 Lettarer, allowed to preach as a LeAnrer, or to preach or 

read any Lethwre , or Sermon, ( i.e.) any way ſpeak openly 

any Le&ure-Sermon ; for LeRure is the Gen , exiſting in 

the Species of Reading or Preaching. 
4. Preachins is often expreſled to be the only a& of the 
. Lecturer, it may therefore well be called a Sermon : the 
| ' Statute ſaith expretly, Every perſonlicenſed, alligned, ap-Pae. 6. 
pointed, a Lettarer to Preach, ſhall the firſt rime he preach- 
-eth, ſo long as he continneth Le&arer or Preacher. 

5. Lecture os Sermon are ſo conjoyned in the Quality 
cations preſcribed, they muſt be Synonimous, and conyer® 
tible, and exegetical,cannor be disjunRive,thus ; it is men- 
oned,the place appointed for his Leftnure or Sermon ; the read- 


10g . 


— wing 
- 


(4) 
ing Commor-Prayer at thExime of rhe day when his Le- 
ure or Sermon ts to be preached, and declare his aſſent and 


conſent before his Leiture cr Sermon : Now, Sir, they can= 


not be disjunive inthe difablement, which are apparent- 
ly exegettal in the required Qualifications. 

6. Preaching or Reading are expreſſed to be the diffe- 
rent acts ofLeRurins in Cathedral, Collegiate, and_Unt- 
verlity Churches or Chappels, though Preaching is retain- 


- "ed as the LeQturing AR in common and ordinary Lectures. 


So that there was great and juſt cauſe ro connex Sermon to 
Lecture, in direifNg a Lecture-Sermon. 

Sir, Theſe things conltdered, you cannot but ſee mine 
opinion is greunded on the plain and clear interpretation of 
the Law ; So, that if any B:ſhops Certificate reduce yon 
10 the Dilemmy, youwill herevy direct your courſe, to 
commit Preaching Lefarers, but paſs by and leave at liberty 
all others Pre:chcrs whatſoever, as thoſe ; for Commitment 
of whom you have no Authority, And fo doing,which you 
cannot bur be ſure all che Judges will determin againit vor. 
} am Str 


Octaler, 5 of Tour Sexvant to (cmmuaiul 
I'662. 
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